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NETBALL LEAGUE

It is the aim of the league to promote the highest standards of sportsmanship and fair play and to
ensure the “spirit” of the league’s activities are not abused.

Playing for a team, and for that team to win, is the most fundamental part of netball; but not
winning at all cost. Fair play and respect for all others in the game are also fundamentally important.
The Code of Conduct outlines this below at all involved.

Umpires follow the EN rules for fair play, and will issue warnings where necessary in accordance with
the INF Netball Rule Book.

Teams:

Each team must agree to this code of conduct before the first match of each season and captains are
expected to circulate this to every team member in advance of playing, spectating or coaching,
asking for their agreement and any person who doesn’t agree should not participate.

Players:
Players should be aware of their obligations towards the game.
A player should:

e Make every effort to develop their own sporting abilities, in terms of skill, technique, tactics
and stamina.

e Set a positive example for others, particularly young players and supporters.
e Avoid all forms of gamesmanship and timewasting.

¢ Know, respect and abide by the laws of the game and competition rules.

e Accept success and failure, victory and defeat, equally.

e Treat opponents with due respect at all times, irrespective of the result of the game,
safeguard the physical fitness of opponents, avoid violence and rough play, and help injured
opponents where necessary.

e Show respect towards match officials, team officials (including opposition team officials) and
supporters.

e Be aware of their obligations to their own team and make every effort consistent with fair
play, sportsmanship and the laws of the game to help their own team win.

e Not use inappropriate language.
e Resist any temptation to take banned substances or use banned technigues.

Parents, Guardians, Responsible adults of Under 18's and Spectators:

* Parents, Guardians, Spectators and responsible adults’ behaviour must be of the highest
standard to set the correct example to players.

* Players should expect advice, encouragement and support and not be embarrassed or
humiliated by the spectators watching them.
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Spectators should not shout, swear, argue, become violent or use sarcasm. Wherever
possible players who require help should be assisted and encouraged to overcome
difficulties.

Spectators should:

Always look for aspects to praise rather than rebuke.

Praise effort and performance rather than simply achievement most often in the case of a
victory.

Emphasise the importance of involvement first, winning second.

Display patience.

Responsible Adult should:

Ensure players have a clear understanding of the standard of behaviour expected.

Help players understand the rules, talk to them, not at them.

Matters of team selection, including the playing of substitutes, remains the sole
responsibility of the team manager/team leader and their decisions will remain final. Any
parent/guardian or person associated with a playing Member or Honorary Member who
attempts to unduly influence the team manager/game leader with regard to team selection
shall be in contravention of this code and may be dealt with as below.

At all times during the course of an activity, the decisions made by the umpire, qualified or
ungualified, appointed to officiate will remain final. In many cases newly qualified umpires
are appointed to games in order to gain experience and these officials, male or female,
should be given encouragement and support.

Complaints and Consequences:

.

Any complaint regarding the opposition, umpire, spectators, or any other aspect of the game
must be dealt with by the team captain alone, approaching both umpires during quarter/half
time.

All warnings issued by umpires must be reported on the scorecard, and will be logged by the
league.

The league will investigate claims of poor conduct and liaise with the team captain in the
first instance.

Teams with more than 3 warnings will be deducted 3 points and minus 30goals/goal
difference (whichever is greater)

If after the above warnings, poor conduct continues the league will take disciplinary action,
whereby the individual or team may be suspended from the league. This decision will be
made by the committee.

If the matter is considered serious enough the league secretary will inform the appropriate
authority. It is not acceptable for individuals to take the law into their own hands.

All complaints that haven’t been resolved at the lowest level and are put forward in writing
or verbally will be investigated by the league.
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Actions that may be taken by Umpires:

(Excerpt take from INF Netball Rule Book)

https://d2ex26apfwuhvu.cloudfront.net/englandnetball/wp-
content/uploads/2020/02/03111758/INF NETBALL-RULE-BOOK-MANUAL-2020.pdf

To manage a match the umpires may, in addition to the normal sanction, use any of the following
actions:

* Caution a player: a player is advised that the behaviour specified must change

* |ssue a warning to a player: a player is warned that the suspension will follow if the player
continues to infringe the foul play rule

* Suspend a player: a player who is suspended takes no part in play for 2 minutes playing time

* Order a player off: a player who is ordered off takes no further part in the match

The league fully supports all umpires in enforcing these rules



